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ST A T EM ENT  

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N  

ST A T EM ENT  

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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Dear Friends: 

Six weeks ago we launched our second year of the 
Advent Conspiracy. We are asking each of you and 
your families to look at how much you spend on 
Christmas gifts. The four themes of the Advent 
Conspiracy are Worship Fully, Spend Less, Give More 
and Love All; the focus is on Jesus and spending TIME 
with others. 

Worship More: Jesus loved us and came and spent time with us. 
He died with us so He could reconcile us to our Father through 
the forgiveness of sin, and to reconcile us with each other by 
showing us how to love and forgive. It’s all about relationships. 

Spend Less: Christmas is not about material gifts. Christmas is 
about the relationships that you have and how you nurture 
them. It’s relational – not material. 

Give More: of yourself. It’s not about how many gifts, but the depth 
and strength of your love. Give more of yourself. Time is the gift. 

Love All: With the money you save, love others whom you can’t 
spend time with. Clean water saves lives. A park next to a 
church creates space to share the Gospel. Support our 
missionaries and their projects and send your love around the 
world. 

This Sunday, on the Narthex counter, we will have flyers with the three 
categories of projects for this year’s Advent Conspiracy. Please pick 
one up so you will know what you are supporting. This is not a new 
offering; it’s a reallocation of your Christmas expenses and a reordering 
of your time. 

When we follow Jesus we do what He taught us. He said:  “The Spirit of 
the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor.”   

Go and do likewise! 

His child, 

Pastor Steve 
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AAA s GVBC Nichigo pastor, Eiji Osato increasingly followed God’s will and 
he experienced deeper joy. 

Practicing what he preachedPracticing what he preachedPracticing what he preached   

As a teacher at Kanto Gakuin (KG), a 
Christian high school in Japan, Eiji had a personal 
revelation. Despite conveying to his students one 
lives a fulfilled and purposeful life following God’s 
will rather than one’s personal desires, Eiji realized 
he wasn’t totally practicing what he preached. 
Pondering about why he went into teaching, Eiji 
admitted it was primarily his desire, not God’s. 

While a high school teacher, KG sent Eiji to 
Japanese Baptist Seminary in Yokohama where he 
graduated. It was KG’s plan for him to finish and 
serve as school chaplain as well as high school 
teacher. God, however, had other plans. 

Desire to follow God’s will, not his ownDesire to follow God’s will, not his ownDesire to follow God’s will, not his own   

With a sincere desire to follow God’s will, Eiji 
sought the Lord in prayer about his life. Did God 
want him to teach or did He have another plan for 
his life? It startled Eiji, when he heard the Lord 
speak to him while praying. “Don’t you believe I can 
do anything?  You were called to be a missionary.” 

At age 28, initially he didn’t want to pursue 
missionary work. Besides not knowing English, the 
idea of going to an unfamiliar Southeast Asian 
country where the weather was humid and the food 
hot, spicy, and foreign was unappealing. 

Eventually, in 1991, Eiji came to accept God’s 
calling to missions, however, the Japanese Baptist 
Union (JBU) wasn’t quite ready to send the Osatos. 
While waiting, the Osatos went to Portland, Oregon 
from 1991—1992. This provided Eiji with the 
opportunity to learn English at the Language and 
Cultural Institute of Oregon. 

The Osatos were called to serveThe Osatos were called to serveThe Osatos were called to serve   

After about a year, JBU called the Osatos to serve 
as missionaries in Thailand. Eiji and his wife, Emi, 
moved to Thailand where they served for 
approximately 19 years until August 2011. Eiji 

SURRENDERING TO GOD 

PROFILE OF REV. EIJI OSATO 

BY KATHY AISO 

spent two thirds of his ministry, serving 
the Karen people and one third serving 
the Baptist World Alliance (BWA). Eiji 
served as vice president of BWA youth 
department from 1994 — 2000 and as 
president from 2004 — 2008. Being in 
charge of their World Baptist Youth 
Conference (WBYC), which was held 
every five years, Eiji organized the 
worldwide event. In serving the BWA, Eiji 
traveled about one month a year to Asian 
countries. At the conference, he trained 

youth leaders. At the 2008 conference in Germany 
over 80 nations were represented with 
approximately 7,000 youth. 

 

Eiji and GVBC’s paths meetEiji and GVBC’s paths meetEiji and GVBC’s paths meet   

In 2004, God had it in His plan for Eiji and GVBC to 
meet. While taking a furlough and pursuing 
graduate studies at Fuller Theological Seminary in 
Pasadena, Eiji received a phone call from our 
former Nichigo pastor, Rev. Amano. Rev. Amano, 
who was then Chairman of the JBU in Japan, 
asked Eiji to represent the JBU at GVBC’s 90th 
Anniversary Celebration. 

Since Rev. Amano was in Japan and couldn’t go, 
he wanted Eiji to go in his place. Eiji and Emi 
attended, meeting our former Nichigo pastor, Rev. 
Bunso Otani. After receiving an invitation from Rev. 
Otani, Eiji began attending GVBC Nichigo services 
as a guest speaker on some Sunday mornings. 
The Nichigo congregation got to know Eiji, Emi, 
and their two daughters. The liked the family as 
well as his sermons. 

“If I can touch just one person’s life . . .”“If I can touch just one person’s life . . .”“If I can touch just one person’s life . . .”   

After receiving his M.A. in Intercultural Studies from 
Fuller, Eiji and his family returned to Thailand to 
continue serving on the mission field. In August 
2009, God began changing Eiji’s heart toward 
serving as a local pastor — a position he formerly 
did not feel called to do. 

As Eiji thought about the number who received 
Christ at the WBYC, he also pondered about great 
numbers of young Christians who were lukewarm 
about Christ and then fell away years later. This 

(Continued on page 3) 

“Life without God is like an unsharpened 
pencil … It has no point.”  

—Anonymous 
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gave Eiji the burning desire to serve as a local pastor. He desired to disciple Christians over a 
long period of time so they could grow in their walk. “If I can touch at least one person’s life, it 
would be worth it,” he thought. 

Answered prayersAnswered prayersAnswered prayers   

As Eiji and Emi prayed if being a pastor was the Lord’s will for Eiji, God answered in the 
affirmative. Within a month of their prayers, GVBC sent Eiji an email to ask whether there is a 
chance he would be interested in becoming the Nichigo pastor. 

“WOW!” was Emi’s immediate reaction because of God’s quick response. Though Eiji was 
given a desire to serve as a local pastor, it wasn’t an easy decision for him to leave his 
mission field in Thailand. 

Eiji becomes Nichigo’s pastorEiji becomes Nichigo’s pastorEiji becomes Nichigo’s pastor   

In October 2010, Pastor Eiji came to interview for the Nichigo pastoral position at GVBC. 
Then after many months of US visa application process, in September 2011 Pastor Eiji began 
as GVBC Nichigo pastor. 

God is always with usGod is always with usGod is always with us   

Pastor Eiji’s favorite Bible verse, Philippians 4:13 reminds him, God not only provides many 
life experiences, but is always with him. These life experiences helped better prepare him for 
his current ministry as Nichigo pastor. 

“I can do all things through Him, who strengthens me.” The joy Pastor Eiji experiences today 
is a result of sincerely seeking and following God’s will throughout the seasons of his life. 

(Profile of Eiji Osato Continued from page 2) 

In the month of October we had two board meetings instead of just one.   This often happens 
in October to provide sufficient time to discuss the church budget that is presented to the con-
gregation at our November election meeting.  The actual process for creating our budget starts 
each July.  With input from all ministry leaders, church staff, pastors, lay leaders, insurance 
and legal advisors, the process can be daunting.  However, with Pastor Steve leading the way, 
it all gets done in an orderly and timely manner.  The board feels that we have come up with a 
workable budget for 2012.  We ask that you continue to pray that the finances of our church be 
used to “help people discover Jesus and become his fully devoted followers” 

Along with the overall church budget, we discussed upcoming events planned by the Financial 
Stewardship committee, the future focus of missions, GVBC’s  100th anniversary in 2014, and 
outreach events from the Evangelism committee.  We were excited to hear reports that the 
Nichigo congregation is growing and thank the Lord that Pastor Osato is here.  

The board is here to serve our church and help us all move closer to the Lord’s will.  Some of 
us are available every Sunday after 1st and 2nd services to pray for any concern you may have.  
If we can help in any other way, please talk to me or any one of the Board members.  God 
bless you. 

Your brother in Christ, 
Paul S. Hirano, O.D. 
Church Moderator 

OCTOBER 2011 BOARD REPORT 

BY PAUL HIRANO, O.D., MODERATOR 
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Special Invitation to All GVBC Men (High School Juniors and up)Special Invitation to All GVBC Men (High School Juniors and up)Special Invitation to All GVBC Men (High School Juniors and up)   

Please join us for a six-part video teaching series “Not a Fan: Completely. Committed. Follower.” 

Once a month for the next six months f rom 8:00 a.m. to approximately 10:00 a.m. in room 113 (the room 
next to the kitchen), we’ll be gathering to discover what it means to be a truly devoted follower of  Christ. 
Twenty times in the New Testament Jesus issued a compelling and challenging invitation to, “Come follow 
me.”  Jesus is not interested in mere fans. He doesn’t want enthusiastic admirers. He wants completely 
committed followers. 

♦ Session One — Saturday, November 19. We’ll have a delicious breakfast and worship the Lord in 
song then we’ll view Video One “Fan or Follower?  Def ining the Relationship.” We’ll also have time to 
share and pray for each other. 

♦ Session Two — “Follow Me: The Call to True Discipleship” on Saturday, Dec. 17. Save the date. 

♦ 2012 dates for the last four sessions are on the Saturdays of January 28, February 25, March 24, and 
April 28. Save these dates. 

Come and invite a f riend. For more information about the video series go to www.notafan.com. 

Signups begin on Sunday, November 13 af ter the worship services in the Courtyard or email Dave Uratsu 
at dturatsu@aol.com by November 15 so we can get a headcount. Breakfast donation is $5.00. Hope to 
see all you men there. 

On August 15 to 16On August 15 to 16On August 15 to 16, nearly 60 men 
f rom GVBC, ranging in age f rom 16 
to 60 plus, enjoyed a blessed 
retreat at Victory Ranch.  The 
theme of  the retreat was “The 
Transforming Power God.” And, the 
Lord greatly blessed. 

From awesome worship lead by 
J.J., Matt, Kenton and Lee to 
powerful messages by retreat 
speaker Pastor Thien Doan of  
Citylights Church Orange County, 
support and prayer in our small 
groups to fun games and activities, 
it was an enriching weekend. 

Thien challenged us, based on 
Romans 12:1 and 2, to change our belief  system by the 
renewing of  our minds. It was a convicting message which 
touched many. We also enjoyed special times of getting to 
know one another. 

A highlight of  the weekend was the annual “You Are a Man 
Award” which for 2011 went to Stan Terasaki for his faithful 
service. 

Sunday’s session ended with some heart-to-heart sharing, 
prayer and communion. The Lord be praised!  

Retreat Speaker Thien DoanRetreat Speaker Thien DoanRetreat Speaker Thien Doan   

THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF GOD 
GVBC 2011 MEN’S RETREAT 

GVBC MEN’S BREAKFAST 
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New birth announcement 
� Congratulations to Nancy Watanabe who just became a new grandma to twins — a 

boy and a girl!  Babies Ryden Tameo and Zoey Harue were born on Wednesday, 
October 26, 2011. Baby Ryden was 5 lbs. 2 ozs, 17½ inches long. His sister, Zoey, 
was 6 lbs. 3 ozs., 18 inches long. Proud parents are Joey & Sandy Watanabe.  
Congratulations to all! 

FAMILY NEWS 

180 High School Friday Night Series 
7:00 — 9:00 p.m. 

Room 220 
 

November 4 — NO MEETING (Youth Leaders Retreat) 
November 11 — James 5:7-12, Suffering 
November 18 — James 5:13-20, Power of  Prayer 
November 25 — Service project: Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes 
 

December 2 — “A Prodigal Christmas” Musical (invite your parents, family, 
and f riends) 

December 9 — Student Run Meeting 
December 10 — Serve at Operation Christmas Child,    4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
December 16 — NO MEETING (Biola Graduation) 
December 23 — Christmas Party (bring a white elephant gif t) 
December 30 — NO MEETING (New Year’s Eve hangout f rom 10:00p.m. to 

midnight) 
 
Contact Daniel Matsuda, ext. 681,email: daniel@gvbc.net 

College-age Ministry (18-22 yrs. Old) 
 

Worship gatherings — Sunday nights 5:00 — 7:00 p.m. 
Room 218 (NOTE room change) 

 

Currently going through the gospel of Mark - series entitled "This Changes 
Everything" 
 

November 6 – "Jesus loves the f reaks, geeks, perverts, and porn stars"  
[Mark 2:13-17] 

November 13 – NO MEETING 
November 20 – "Jesus the rule breaker" [Mark 2:18-3:6] 
November 25 – EPIC Annual Turkey Bowl @ 2:00 p.m. [location TBA] 
November 27 – "Three ways to hinder your spiritual growth" [Mark 4:1-20] 
December 3 - “A Prodigal Christmas” musical, 3:00 p.m. Matinee & 
  7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. 
December 4 – NO MEETING [GVBC Christmas Potluck] 
December 11 – "The Kingdom of  God is like . . ."            [Mark 4:21-34] 
December 18 – EPIC Christmas Party [5:00 p.m.] location TBA 
December 25 – NO REGULAR MEETING. 
 

Need more info?  Contact Chris Koga at chris@gvbc.net 
or check out our blog at http://gvbcepic.blogspot.com/ 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact event 

leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 
� Annual Election Meeting 

Sunday, November 13, 12:30 — 2:30 p.m. The agenda 
will include the election of  Board of Deacon members 
and the adoption of the 2012 General Fund Budget. 
We will also be considering constitutional amendments 
which require a quorum of  25% of our voting members, 
so please plan on attending. Copies of  the budget are 
available in the Narthex. The slate of candidates: 

Moderator: David Cheng 
Member-at-large: Alina Lucas 

Member-at-large: Rodney Tanaka 
Member-at-large: Sharon Woo 

You can purchase a box lunch for $5.00 f rom Back 
Home in Lahaina (includes teriyaki chicken, rice, 
vegetables and a cookie) or you can bring your own 
lunch. Fill out the f lyer on the Narthex counter and turn 
in your money at the counter. DEADLINE to purchase 
a box lunch is Sunday, November 6. 

� Driftwood Healthcare Center Outreach  Saturday, 

November 19, 2:45 - 4:15PM. Celebrate Thanksgiving 
with the residents of Driftwood. We will be making a small 
craft, singing songs, and chatting with the residents. For 
more information, please contact Jodie Rivera at 
Jodie_Yoshida@yahoo.com. 

� Thanksgiving Sunday November 20 
� Office Closed November 24 & 25, Thanksgiving 
� Workday/Christmas Decorating Saturday Nov. 26 
� First Sunday of Advent November 27 
� Classes offered at GVBC 

•101 Class: Membership and Baptism, Sunday 
December 11, 12:30 — 4:30 PM, for high school age 
and up. For those seeking information about GVBC 
and who would like to become a member and/or be 
baptized. Taught by Pastor Steve Langley and Layne 
Wakuta. 
•201 Class: Discovering Spiritual Maturity, Sunday, 
December 11, 12:30 — 4:30 PM. Designed to help you 
develop spiritual maturity. Taught by Pastors Ron 
Matsuda and Chris Koga. 
•301 Class: Discovering Ministry (two-part series), 
Sundays, December 11 Part 1 & December 18 Part 2, 
12:30 — 4:30 PM. Learn about your unique spiritual 
gif ts, your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities, 
Personality, Experience) and take the next step in the 
ministry exploration process. Taught by Pastor Annette 
Kakimoto. 
�401 Class: Redef ining My Life’s Mission, Sunday, 

December 11, 12:30 — 4:30 PM. Teaches you how to 

redef ine your life’s mission and how you can live as a 
witness to Christ. Taught by Pastors Daniel Matsuda 

and James Chang. 

     A light lunch is provided before each class. Register 

by checking off  the appropriate box on the back of  your 

Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-

mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Subject: Class number]. 

� Encore Performances of “A Prodigal Christmas” 

Experience the joy at Christmas again. One Preview 
Night — a full dress rehearsal — and three encore 
performances. FREE ! 

�Wednesday, November 30, 7:00 p.m. Preview Night — 
a full dress rehearsal. 

�Friday, December 2, 7:00 p.m. full performance 

�(NOTE: time change) Saturday, December 3, 3:00 p.m. 
Matinee & 7:00 p.m. full performances. 
Invite your friends, family, neighbors, and co-workers. 
Don’t miss your chance to experience this heartfelt, 
nostalgic Christmas musical set in 1967. This not-so-
perfect Christian family learns about God’s love, 
understanding and forgiving each other, joining them 
together forever. Check out our Facebook page at 
Prodigal Christmas Musical. Contact David Cheng at 
prodigalchristmas@gmail.com or Susie Shelley, ext. 673 
or email her at susie@gvbc.net. 

� All-church Christmas Potluck 

Sunday, December 4, 5:00—7:00 p.m. Community Hall 
� Angels’ Breakfast Saturday, December 10 
� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Mission) Dates 

� Friday, Dec. 16 to Sunday, Dec.18, San Telmo. We 

will be collecting hotel-size soaps and shampoo, 
travel-size toothpaste & toothbrushes to take down 
to Mexico with us. Please bring them in a plastic 
bag and set them in the off ice behind Jan 
Magnani’s desk. NOTE: a U.S. passport is required. 
Spanish is helpful, but not required. Contact Teresa 
Matsushima via the church office or email her at: 
treesaw47@sbcglobal.net. 

� Christmas Eve Services 

Saturday, December 24, 6:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m. 
� Christmas Day Sunday Services 

December 25. Baptisms during both worship services 

KidZone Friday Night Events 
7:00 — 8:30 p.m. (unless otherwise specified) 

Community Hall  

First thru Fifth Grade 
 

November 4 — Obstacle Course 
November 11 — Balloon Racing 
November 18 — Movie Night 
November 25 — NO KIDZONE Thanksgiving Holiday 
 
December 2 — “A Prodigal Christmas” musical play.  All 

KidZone and your families invited to go. 
Invite your f riends. 

December 9 — Shoe Relay/Hula Hoop Relay 
December 16 — KidZone Christmas Party 
December 23 — NO KIDZONE Christmas Holiday 
December 30 — NO KIDZONE New Year's Holiday 
 
Contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689,email: susan@gvbc.net 
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Issue 21 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, November 16. 

Hard copies available on Friday, November 18 in the Narthex and 

Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, November 13. 

2011 OPERATION CHRISTMAS 

CHILD GIFT BOXES 

We are excited to kick-off Operation Christmas Child again at 
GVBC. This is a tangible way to share God’s love with needy 
children overseas. 

Since Samaritan’s Purse launched the project in 1993, more 
than 85 million, f illed shoeboxes have been 
delivered to children in over 130 countries 
around the world. 

The shoeboxes open doors to introduce boys 
and girls to the real meaning of  Christmas 
through Gospel booklets and the 12-week 
discipleship program called The Greatest 
Journey. 

You can use your own shoebox or pick one 
up in the Narthex af ter services. If  you 
choose to give the shipping donation online, 

you can be informed of the f inal destination of  your box. 

There is information on how to f ill a shoebox on a shoestring 
budget at http://www.makingoccshoeboxgifts.blogspot.com 

Collection day for the f illed shoeboxes will be during both of our 
Thanksgiving Services on Sunday, November 20. 

Greenhouse Friday Night 

Junior High Events 
7:00 — 9:00 p.m. Room 218 

 

November 4 to 6—Youth Leaders Retreat 
 NO GREENHOUSE FRIDAY NIGHT OR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
November 11—The Fruit of Jesus — "Self -Control"  
November 18 —Greenhouse special activity  
November 25—Operation Christmas Child — Start saving your allowance, 

snack money, and collecting aluminum cans to go Christmas 
shopping for underprivileged children around the world. 

December 2—"A Prodigal Christmas" — We will go to the performance of  our 
church's Christmas play. Invite your family and f riends! 

December 9—Greenhouse Pillow Buddies — Pillow making for the homeless.  
December 10—Greenhouse Outreach Project. Time TBD. 
December 16—TBD 
December 23—Greenhouse Christmas Party — Don't forget your "white 

elephant" gift! 
December30—NO GREENHOUSE 
December 31—Youth New Year's Eve Party — 10:00 p.m. — 12:00 midnight. 

Come join us to ring in the New Year! 
 

Contact Layne Wakuta, ext. 684, email: layne@gvbc.net 



Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Wo rship, ex t. 682 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  
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Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Ron  Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Teaching , ext. 679 

Eiji Osato , Ni chigo Pasto r, ext. 676 
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J.J . Frey, Worship  Coordinato r (pt)  

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Linda Matsuda — Direc tor  Early  Childhood, ext. 683 (pt)  

Paul  Matsushima, Pastoral Intern -Neighborhood , ext.695(pt)  
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Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt)  
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�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45AM Rm 201  
 

Series: The Hole in Our Gospel 
 

Sunday, November 6/Communion (Fall back 1 hour) 
Pastor Steve ~ Uncovering the Hole in the Church 

 
Sunday, November 13 

Pastor Steve ~ Repairing the Hole in the World 
 

Sunday, November 20 
Both services in the Community Hall 

Thanksgiving Service 
 

Sunday, November 27/1st Sunday of Advent 

Pastor Steve Langley 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 


